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CROWBERRIES 


This is a short shrub that grows 
on the tundra. It is an evergreen with 
tiny needles growing the entire length 
of the branches. The berries have a 
seed in them and are not very tasty. 
However, they are good mixed with other 
berries. The berries ripen in the. fall 
but last through the winter and can be 
picked in the spring in an emergency. 


HIGHBUSH CRANBERRIES 


These grow on bushes in the woods 
or on rocky river and road banks. Each 
bush contains lots of the juicy red 
berries. Highbush cranberries become 
ripe in late summer or early fall and 
Sometimes stay on the bush throughout 
the winter. 


LOWBUSH CRANBERRIES 


These are hardy little berries 
which grow in tundra areas on hillsides. 
They taste best if they're picked after 
the inst frost. im tue tats cenheyv can 
also be picked in the spring after the 
Snow has melted, since they stay on the 
bush throughout the winter. Lowbush 
cranberries keep well through the winter 
and don't need any special storage. 


INDIAN POTATO (Hedysarum alpinum) 


The flowers of the plant are rose 
to purple in color. The root, which is 
Shaped like a carrot, can be eaten raw, 
boiled, roasted, or fried. They can 
be gathered in the fall or spring. 


This is a close relative of the 
wild sweetpea, which has been reported 
as being poisonous. 


RASPBERRIES 


Raspberries are juicy berries 
which grow easily in areas which have 
been disturbed by humans or natural 
occurrences. They like sunny locations 
in clearings or the edge of woods. 


Their white flowers turn to berries 
in the late summer and early fall. The 
fruit spoils easily, so it is usually 
eaten soon after it is picked. 
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ARCTIC GRAYLING 


Grayling are small but delicious 
fish which live in many Alaskan rivers. 
They need cold clear water to live and 
will not thrive in polluted or disturbed 
areas. Grayling eat insects that float 
on top of the water. They especially 
like mosquitoes. 


BURBOT (Also called lingcod or lush) 


Although burbot are ugly fish, they 
taste good. They prefer cool waters 
and can be caught in the winter through 
poeeuces They are most active after 
ark. 


Mature burbot eat other fish, and 
especially like whitefish. 


NORTHERN PIKE 


Most pike spend the winter in deep 
rivers and lakes. In the summer they 
usually stay in one area and do not mi- 
grate long distances. They prefer deep, 
cool "holes". 


Young pike eat insects. By the time 
they are mature, they eat smaller pike, 
whitefish, mice, and even muskrats. 

They have very sharp teeth which can 
easily cut a fishline. 


HUMPBACK WHITEFISH 


This fish lives in the slow-moving 
waters of sloughs and slow rivers where 
it ‘can find snails and “clams to teat een 
the winter it moves to deep rivers and 
lakes where it stays near the bottom. In 
the summer it moves to more shallow lakes 
and sloughs. 


The mature humpback whitefish weighs 


from 3 to 4 pounds and is very good to 
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ROUND WHITEFISH 


This fish, though related to the 
humpback whitefish, lives in a differ- 
ent type of environment. It prefers 
faster-moving water like rivers with 
gravel beds. It eats insects off the 
surface of the water. 


Mature round whitefish weigh about 
one pound and are very good to eat. 
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BEAR 


Both small black bears and the 
larger brown (or grizzly) bears live 
in the Tetlin area. They eat almost 
anything, but especially like fresh 
sprouts in the spring, fish in the 
summer, and blueberries in the fall. 


Bears retreat to dens in the fall. 
They sleep (or hibernate) there through 
much of the winter except for short 
trips out for food every now and then. 
When they come out for good in the 
spring, they are very hungry. 
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BEAVER 


Beavers are large rodents which 
live in houses they have built in a 
lake or river. They pile mud and sticks 
together, and then hollow out several 
rooms where they eat and sleep. Usu- 
ally six or seven beavers share a single 
house. In the winter their homes can 
be seen as small mounds of snow on a 
lake's frozen surface. 


Beavers eat the bark of birch, as- 
pen, willow and alder. They also eat 
Some underwater plants. 


Beavers are valuable because of 


their thick beautiful fur and because 
of their good meat. 
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CARIBOU 


The Tetlin caribou are called bar- 
ren-ground caribou. They live on the 
tundra above the treeline, where they 
eat willow leaves, grass and other greens 
in the summer, and lichen (reindeer moss) 
in the winter. 


Caribou are herd animals, so they 
must continually move to find enough 
food for all members of the herd. 


Caribou migrate twice a year: in 
the spring they move to traditional cal- 
ving grounds and then to summer feeding 
grounds. In the fall, they migrate 
back to their winter feeding grounds. 


Caribou fur is very warm and light- 


| weight, and so is good fur to use for 
clothes, | 
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Dall sheep live in high mountains 
above the timberline. They are wary 
of people and usually have a rugged 
escape route planned if they sense a 
hunter. 


Female sheep (ewes) and their 
lambs usually stay together in a herd. 
Male sheep (rams) often form a separate 
herd of their own. 


Dall sheep eat grasses, sedges, 
and low-growing willows during the 
summer and fall. In the winter, they 
paw away the snow for the same plants 
and also eat lichen. 


15s 


Moose are the largest member of the 
deer family in the world. They live 
most often in birch forests, along 
rivers, and on mountain tundra above 
the timberline. 


Moose eat several different kinds 
of food: «wil Low, sbL4GN, .anhd.dSpenn im 
the winter, and grasses, pond weeds and 
other small plants in the spring and 
Summer. 


Moose are not herd animals. A fe- 
male moose often has one or two calves 
with her, but males most often feed 
alone.’ They move around within a 20 
to 40 mile area in their search for 
food. 
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MUS KRAT 


Muskrats are rodents that live in 
lakes, ponds and sluggish rivers. Their 
bodies are about a foot long, and their 
tails are almost as long. They eat 
many kinds of plants from the lake bot- 
tom and the shore. 


Muskrats build houses in the water 
‘out of piles of sticks. They enter the 
houses from underneath, under the water 
level. Then they climb up a passage- 
way to a platform inside the house that 
is above the water level. This is where 
they sleep and eat. 


Muskrats become fat in January and 
remain good to eat until May. Sometimes 
over one hundred muskrat houses, or 
push-ups, can be found on a single lake. 
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